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Teaching with Technology 
Webinar Series
Virtual professional development is a GREAT way to grow professionally 
in a flexible and cost-effective format.

Join John Sowash for a fun year of professional learning in a flexible, 
stress free environment. Watch the sessions that interest you and absorb 
new ideas to enhance classroom learning! 

AI focus
for 2026-27

John’s Wednesday webinars are 45-60 
minute sessions focused on easy ways to 
use technology in the classroom. This 
year’s sessions will emphasize the safe 
and effective use of AI in the classroom. 
A sample recording is available here. 

Audience:
These webinar sessions are ideal 
for any K-12 teacher using Google 
Workspace for Education.

Participant requirements:
● Google Workspace account

● Laptop (mac, PC, or 
Chromebook)

Webinar Format:

Register today ($99)

October November December January

February March April May

2026-27 Webinar Schedule
New sessions are released every Wednesday at 9am and can be viewed at any time. 

This schedule is tentative and subject to change based on new releases and product updates

● Length: 45-60 minutes

● New session every 
Wednesday

● On-demand access

● Detailed written summary

● Earn 1 hour of cont. ed credit

Classroom Templates 
& Resources

Teachers will receive a detailed written 
summary for each session which 
provides links to classroom templates 
and additional resources.  A sample 
digital learning guide is available here.

Continuing 
Education Credit

Earn 1 hour of continuing education 
credit for each session. Certificates of 
participation are provided and verified by 
Sowash Ventures, LLC. Additional 
participation data can be provided to 
district administrators upon request. 

Become a Gemini 
Certified Educator

Attend the six sessions marked with the 
Gemini logo and you will be ready to take 
the Google Gemini certification exam! 
This free exam administered by Google 
demonstrates your ability to use Gemini 
and NotebookLM in the classroom.

“I am having so much fun and building activities to enhance my 
students' experiences...!” - Andrea Consiglio, Flint, Michigan
 

https://sites.google.com/sowashventures.com/sample-webinar/home
https://sowashventures.ck.page/products/wednesday-webinar-subscription
#
https://sites.google.com/sowashventures.com/sample-webinar/home
https://edu.google.com/intl/ALL_us/learning-center/certifications/
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October | New sessions posted at 9am each Wednesday

Ability: All | Grade level focus: All | Subject Area focus: All

5 cool tools to try this school year
Looking for something different to use in your classroom this year? Here are five 
NEW tools that I recommend you consider using in your classroom this year. 
There’s something for all subjects and grade levels!

OCT

7

Ability: All | Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: All

Google Classroom 2026: The Ultimate AI Upgrade
Make Google Classroom your ultimate communication hub. We'll explore the visual 
refresh and latest features including how AI integrations with Gemini and 
NotebookLM are making it easier than ever to differentiate assignments and track 
student progress.

OCT

14

Ability: Beginner | Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: All

Classroom Management in 2026: Stopping Sneaky Students
Keep your digital classroom focused and safe. We'll review the latest tricks 
students use to bypass filters on Chromebooks, discuss AI detection, and take a 
look at "class tools", Google's latest feature for managing a classroom full of 
Chromebooks.

OCT

21

Ability: All | Grade level focus: K-5 | Subject Area focus: Elementary

Elementary AI: Smart Strategies for K-5 Classrooms
AI isn't just for high schoolers. Discover practical, age-appropriate ways to use AI 
for generating decodable texts, crafting engaging parent newsletters, and 
designing fun Canva graphics for your elementary classroom.

OCT

28
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November | New sessions posted at 9am each Wednesday

Ability: Intermediate | Grade level focus: 6-12 | Subject Area focus: All

Creating Custom AI Tutors with Gemini Gems

Gemini Gems allow you to create custom AI experts. We'll learn how to 
build safe, specific "Gems" that act as debate partners for history 
students, writing coaches for English classes, or brainstorming buddies 
for science fairs.

Ability: Intermediate | Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: All

Ability: Intermediate | Grade level focus: 6-12 | Subject Area focus: ELA, Social Studies, Coaches

NOV

4

NOV

11

NOV

18

Advanced Google Gemini for Educators

Google’s Gemini AI chatbot offers tremendous advanced features for 
teachers and school administrators. During this session will explore 
deep research, audio overviews, Gems, canvas, and more. These tools 
are provided FREE for all Google Education domains. This session is 
for educators who are ready to take their use of AI to the next level.

Supercharge Research & Data with NotebookLM

NotebookLM is a game-changer for synthesizing information. We'll 
explore how English teachers can use it to analyze literature, and how 
instructional coaches and admins can use it to instantly summarize 
massive curriculum documents or district data.
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December | New sessions posted at 9am each Wednesday

Ability: Intermediate | Grade level focus: 6-12 | Subject Area focus: English/ELA

Sneaky Ways to Teach Writing in the Age of AI

How do we teach writing when AI can write the essay? We shift the 
focus to the process! Learn how to design multimedia writing projects 
(podcasts, Google Sites, Vids) that emphasize authentic student voice 
and critical thinking.

Ability: All | Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: Special Education

Ability: Intermediate | Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: All

DEC

2

DEC

9

DEC

16

Breaking Barriers: Chromebook & AI Accessibility Tools

A lifeline session for Special Education teachers and inclusive 
classrooms. We'll dive deep into ChromeOS accessibility features, 
speech-to-text, and how to use AI to instantly level reading materials 
for different cognitive needs.

Zero to Coder: Building Classroom Tools with Vibe Coding

Never coded in your life? No problem! "Vibe coding" uses plain English 
in Gemini to generate custom classroom apps. We'll build a random 
student picker, a custom review game, and a writing prompt generator 
together.
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January | New sessions posted at 9am each Wednesday

Ability: Intermediate | Grade level focus: 6-12 | Subject Area focus: Mathematics

AI Teaching Assistant: Strategies and Tools 
for the Math Classroom
Bring numbers to life! Come check out the latest tools and teaching strategies for 
math instruction. You'll learn about how Gemini + LaTex can help generate perfectly 
formatted math lessons and explore real-world applications for math skills.

JAN

6

Ability: Intermediate | Grade level focus: 6-12 | Subject Area focus: Science

Labs & Logic: AI-Powered Science Experiments
Let's explore how we can use technology to improve science instruction. We'll look 
at using YouTube to illustrate complex information, collect lab data with forms and 
sheets, use NotebookLM to review lab data, and document experiments using 
Google Vids.

JAN

13

Ability: Beginner | Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: Professional Learning

Organize Your Digital Life Before You Lose Your Mind
Tired of endless tabs and lost Drive files? Learn top strategies for organizing your 
digital workspace, mastering Chrome profiles, and using AI to auto-categorize your 
emails and tasks.

JAN

20

Ability: Advanced | Grade level focus: Adult Learners | Subject Area focus: Instructional Coaches

Coaching with AI: Streamlining Feedback and Data
Learn how to use NotebookLM to analyze observation notes, use Gemini to draft 
coaching cycle emails, and Forms to track development goals. This is a great 
session for instructional coaches, classroom teachers, administrators, and athletic 
coaches who want to crunch data to improve performance.

JAN

27
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February | New sessions posted at 9am each Wednesday

Ability: Beginner | Grade level focus: K-3 | Subject Area focus: Elementary/ELA

Cultivating Early Readers with Google Read Aloud & AI
Explore how Google Read Aloud and targeted AI tools can support phonics, 
fluency, and reading comprehension in early learners, providing real-time 
feedback and engaging stories.

FEB

6

Ability: Intermediate | Grade level focus: 6-12 | Subject Area focus: Social Studies

History in HD: Curating YouTube 
& NotebookLM for Social Studies
Bring history to life safely and effectively. Learn advanced YouTube curation tricks 
for the classroom, and see how NotebookLM can help students cross-reference 
historical primary source documents.

FEB

13

Ability: Intermediate | Grade level focus: 4-12 | Subject Area focus: All

Student YouTubers: Safe Video Projects with Google Vids
Harness the "YouTuber" energy in your classroom! We'll cover the logistics of 
planning, storyboarding, and safely executing student video projects using Google 
Vids and Canva.

FEB

20

Ability: Beginner | Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: All

Canva Can Do THAT? Interactive Lessons & AI Magic
Canva has quietly become an educational powerhouse. We'll explore Canva's 
built-in AI tools, bulk create student certificates, and design interactive 
whiteboards for real-time collaboration.

FEB

27
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March | New sessions posted at 9am each Wednesday

Ability: Intermediate | Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: Special Education

IEP Generation and Accommodation Tracking with AI
A massive time-saver for SpEd teachers. Learn ethical, safe ways to use Gemini 
to brainstorm IEP goals based on data, and build foolproof Google Sheets 
templates to track student accommodations daily.

MAR

3

Ability: Intermediate | Grade level focus: 4-12 | Subject Area focus: All

Gamifying Learning with Tech and AI
Turn routine review into an epic quest. Learn how to use Gemini to generate trivia 
questions, Sheets to build dynamic leaderboards, and Canva to design classroom 
currency and badges.

MAR

10

Ability: Intermediate | Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: All

20 Ways Google Forms Can Automate Your Classroom
Go way beyond the basic quiz. We'll build automated reading logs, self-grading 
escape rooms, discipline referrals, and parent contact logs that will save you hours 
of administrative work.

MAR

17

Ability: Beginner | Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: All

I Hate Spreadsheets! (But AI Makes Them Easy)
Still terrified of Google Sheets? This year, we are letting Gemini do the heavy 
lifting! Learn the basics of data sorting, and then discover how to simply *ask* AI to 
write complex formulas and generate beautiful charts for you.

MAR

24
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April| New sessions posted at 9am each Wednesday

Ability: Intermediate | Grade level focus: 6-12 | Subject Area focus: All

Capstone Projects: Portfolios and Google Sites
Perfect for end-of-unit or end-of-year showcases. Learn how to guide middle and 
high school students in building professional, media-rich portfolios using Google 
Sites to document their learning journey.

APR

7

Ability: Advanced | Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: Instructional Coaches/Tech

AI Agents in the Classroom: Automating the Mundane
Let's take automation to the next level. Learn how to set up AI agents that can help 
you auto-sort resources, draft replies to routine student questions, and seamlessly 
move data between Google Forms and Sheets.

APR

14

Ability: Beginner | Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: Health/PE

Tracking Wellness: Tech for Health and Physical Education
PE and Health teachers, this is for you! Discover how to use Google Forms for daily 
wellness check-ins, Sheets for fitness tracking, and YouTube for curating engaging 
indoor movement activities.

APR

21

Ability: Beginner/Intermediate | Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: All

Chromebook Power-User Secrets for Teachers
Stop using your Chromebook like a basic web browser! We'll dive into virtual 
desks, split screens, essential keyboard shortcuts, and the best Chrome 
extensions for teacher productivity.

APR

28
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May | New sessions posted at 9am each Wednesday

Ability: Beginner | Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: All

Prompt Engineering 101 for K-12 Educators

AI is only as good as the instructions you give it. Learn the essential 
frameworks for writing effective prompts in Gemini to generate lesson 
plans, rubrics, and parent emails that actually sound like you.

Ability: Beginner| Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: Art/Music

Ability: Beginner | Grade level focus: K-12 | Subject Area focus: All

MAY

5

MAY

12

MAY

19

The Digital Canvas: AI Art and Canva for Creativity

Technology isn't just for STEM! Art and Music teachers will learn how to 
leverage Canva's design suite, explore the ethics of AI image 
generation, and use digital whiteboards for collaborative student 
portfolios.

Wrapping Up 2027: Digital Cleanup and Summer Prep

Set your future self up for success. We'll walk through a checklist for 
archiving Google Classrooms, organizing your Drive, and taking a 
well-deserved digital detox for the summer.


